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illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .given me the useless legacy for a small supply of rice. Here are still the old sheets on
which they tried their pencils. If you like the sketches, take the package along with the books you have bought.
M. Metman called the coolies, and ordered them to fill their baskets with the dishes, the packages of books and
drawings; but to leave the bottles and the remainder of the dinner for the yakounins and the people of the
house. Then, turning to the bookseller, ne said: Will it be necessary, do you think, to order cur mattresses and
quilts, in order to pass the night here? Now is the time to send for them by the coolies. A general hilarity
succeeded this question; then there were whisperings and goings to and fro, between the shop and the street,
where an increasing crowd of curious spectators endeavored to find out what strange drama was being
enacted. At last the owner and his employe reappeared, bearing some volumes under their arms. He bowed
again, and placed in the hands cf th strangers, evidently with the consent of the yakounins, two perfectly
authentic copies of the oGicial Annual of Yedo. I passed the night in examining the precious collection. It was
composed of thirty illustrated works and a quantity of sheets, loose or sewed together. Here were old
encyclopaedias, enriched with plates which seemed to have issued from the German workshops of the Middle
Ages; there, albums of...
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