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Darby A thousand copies of this little pamphlet having been disposed of in a few days, and a second edition
called for, | beg to return my sincere thanks for the patronage bestowed upon it. | believe it is the first work ever
written in the Derbyshire Dialect; and from my own intimate acquaintance with the Peak District, it may be
relied upon as giving a fair presentation of the thoughts and manner of speech of one of the many old farmers
yet to be met with: jolly old chaps, with more genuine fun in them than half-a-dozen of the young ones growing
up round them. But the time is fast approaching when, by the spread of education, railways, and other means,
all peculiarities will be lost, and merge into one general and universal manner of speech throughout the
kingdom. A work of this character will then serve to give future generations some idea of those who lived before
them, and prevent their many peculiarities from being totally lost. Several friends have asked me why the work
cannot be purchased in the Exhibition, to this | reply that it has been offered to the Committee at a liberal
discount, and refused; why, | do not know, as they have not condescended to give any reason for their decision.
But one thing may be relied upon as certain, that although they have shown a wonderful aptitude to take all
the money they can get hold of, they have yet to learn how to take a joke. In conclusion | hope this will not be
the last...
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