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occupy a large share of public attention. The philanthropist and the statesman regard it as an important factor
in their schemes for the well-being of the people. The man of energy recognises in it the opening of new and
wider fields for his enterprise, and to anyone who aspires to the possession of an independent home, whether as
the reward of his industry or at the cost of a moderate outlay of capital, it affords the means whereby he can
gratify his ambition. For generations there has been an unceasing annual outflow of population from the
British Isles, and those who were left behind have thereby enjoyed freer scope for the pursuit of material
comfort and social progress, for it has mitigated the pressure of the ever swelling numbers who are crowding
each other in the battle of life, and to that extent it has moderated the keenness of home competition. But what
of those who went forth to seek their fortunes in new fields? Have they fared worse than those they left behind
them? The history of the new countries, peopled mainly by British emigrants, answers the question most
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contributes to the happiness of its inhabitants. The rapid growth of these new communities is the most
remarkable feature in the history of...
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