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her Republic, he had gone to the work with a wise man s sense of that magnificent responsibility. And now he
gave to France of his best, even this sacrifice of sleep and rest. She, in her turn, had begun to repay him.
Already, he thought to see the lining of that cloud of doubt and suspicion. There were anxious days to come, so
much might not be denied; but in the main the French people were true to their ideals, true to themselves, true
to the Republic. Next year, President Emile said, the great Exhibition would draw to the city countless thousands
of his countrymen, who sought no Emperor, whose ambition was not a de édcle. The Palace was very silent, so
silent that a bell, ringing loudly in one of the antechambers, sent rippling waves of sound down the corridors as
though all its inmates had awakened to a sudden alarm. President Emile, putting down his pen to listen, heard
an echo of steps upon the staircase below. Someone was coming to his cabinet, then! Grave news alone, he
said, could bring a messenger at such an hour. It would be the Chef de la Sfirete or----But the question was
unnecessary. The Chief of the Police himself, ushered in without ceremony, answered it. The President, leaning
back iu his chair, did not pretend to conceal his amazement. At this time,...
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