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Plantations Contribute to Post-Hugo Recovery forward, hardwood and oak-pine stands A Brief History of South
Carolina combined have accounted for 6. 4 to 6. 9 Forests million acres, compared to 5. 4 to 5. 6 million acres
for pine timberland ( fig. 3 ). Before the surveys that began in the mid-1930s, much of what was known about
the Souths forest resources was based on 16 conjecture and reports from early settlers, Pine Oak-pine
Hardwood 14 who described an open, parklike forest ) dominated by expanses of longleaf pine in 12 res the
Coastal Plains, giving way to hardwood ac 10 n stands of oak, hickory, and pine in the illio 8 uplands of the
Piedmont and mountain ( m 6 a regions ( Carroll and others 2002 ). Land Are 4 2 0 1936 1947 1958 1968 1978 1986
1993 2001 Survey completion date Figure 3 - Area of timberland by forest-type group in South Carolina.
Artificially regenerating sites to create pine plantations is a relatively recent forest management practice. The
simple practice of planting trees, however, is not. Planting on old pasture and abandoned cropland Mixed pine-
hardwood forest in South Carolina. and replanting a site after tree harvest have ( photo by Bill Lea ) been in
practice throughout the South for decades. In South Carolina for instance, records show that millions of
seedlings clearing for homesites and agriculture and were planted since the late 1920s, although introduced
diseases such as chestnut blight the rate at which planting occurred did not...
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